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more particularly to a device and method for detection and
correction of error bursts in a packet-switching network. (2)
Description of the Prior Art An error burst is a sequence of

incorrect data which is erroneously transmitted through a packet-
switching network. A particular error burst is a burst of data

having an incorrect sequence of bits, in which all but one of the
bits are correctly transmitted and one of the bits is transmitted in
an incorrect order. The erroneous bit(s) in the error burst is/are
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the bit(s) which causes the error burst to be detected, and is/are
not necessarily the bit(s) in the error burst that actually cause the

error. In the past, error detection and correction systems have
concentrated on detecting and correcting individual error bursts
without providing for an automatic detection and correction of

error bursts. This is due to the fact that, although error bursts can
be detected and corrected, it is impossible to detect and correct
the error burst sequence, without measuring the signal-to-noise

ratio (SNR) of each successive bit in the error burst. Unfortunately,
with signal bit error bursts, the signal-to-noise ratio does not

remain constant and, as a result, the SNR of the signal is very low
relative to the noise at the start of the error burst. As a
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