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chopin, like beethoven and mahler, was not only a virtuoso artist, but also a musical pioneer of the romantic age. not only did he move genres forward, he also invented them. the piano solo is, in a sense, the culmination of all of the themes, styles and voices that are essential to the romantic age. chopin can move from heart-on-sleeve romanticism to an airy
expressionist dash of bravado and a streamlined classical clarity, all in the same work. he never creates one melody and just sticks it in the piece, but where you then go and where it leads you to are often revealing and thrilling. his technical skill is unparalleled, his daring and invention are endless and his music is simply lovely. vivaldi was every bit as unconventional

as beethoven and mozart as his techniques and melodic preoccupations were (at times) completely antithetical to their predecessors. his music must be seen as an integral part of the baroque music to come, and his rhythmical and harmonic innovations would influence musicians for generations. his large-scale works for soloists and large forces are profoundly
musical, and his elegant and persuasive style became the basis for much of the later generation of viennese musicians. his musicianship is boundless, his imagination is vast, and his artistry is evident to all who study it. one of the greatest benefits of the internet is that one can access richard strauss s music through video. this is not only better than reading a score,

but is also a great means of communication. the video of his opera, the tone poem and operetta elektra is an excellent starting point and an excellent presentation of the work. his great ballet also sprach zarathustra is also good. it is an unwavering achievement of his music that it is so much about ideas as about form. there is seldom any sense of the passage of time,
and even the cadential ending always contains a questioning, something unresolved.
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maria callas has always been one of my favourites. her voice was incomparable, but she was so much more than that. she believed in the music, in the people around her, in the art form itself. it is so sad to think that something that spanned so many ages, genres and cultures was held hostage by an awful disease, and the world was robbed of the ultimate interpreter
of the music that she simply could not stop singing. this new generation of composers is the most exciting thing to happen since beethoven ; they make a great point that music need not rely on the nineteenth century so much anymore, and they are very much looking towards the future. they are experimenting with new, unheard-of ways to make music. they move
with an energy and a fervour that is gripping, and are beginning to rewrite the rules. if you are hungry for music beyond haydn, beethoven and mozart, then koeppen is one to seek out. if you are looking for a way of working without any academic rules, you need ligeti. he always seemed to be ahead of his time, often as a reaction to the political and social reality. for
him, art is firstly the question of what a person can do, not to what they want to do. if music had a voice, it would sound something like ligeti s czerny pieces, but with a remarkable sense of romanticism, and the ability to bring the listener to tears even with the most sublime of material. johannes brahms is by far the biggest name in this list. however, he left us a lot

more than just a monumental body of work, as busoni has written. quite simply, it is impossible to listen to a single composition and not come away in awe of him, even if it is only the opening bars of piano concerto no. 1. 5ec8ef588b
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