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that, fellow Americans, is cold war 2.0. Slightly more than a week ago,
Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered the completion of his
country’s withdrawal from the Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces
Treaty (INF), a 30-year-old nuclear arms control accord between the
United States and Russia. That order was given as a reaction to a U.S.
missile system test in Romania in January that Russia regards as an
effort to undermine its nuclear weapons – just as the United States
considers Russia’s actions a violation of the INF. [It is] the most
serious breakdown in arms control since the end of the Cold War and
a slap in the face to Russia’s efforts to create a safer world. The end of
the INF Treaty will make it easier for the United States to develop a
next-generation cruise missile that could hit Russian nuclear facilities
deep within Russia’s territory. In response to the Russian move, the
Pentagon declared that it would also be withdrawing from the treaty if
the Russians followed suit, meaning the United States and Russia are
on the verge of nuclear war. The two nuclear-armed countries haven’t
been this close to a “hot” nuclear war since the Cuban Missile Crisis of
1962. But now President Donald Trump has signed an executive order
to give his Defense Department $1.2 trillion to help Trump fulfill his
campaign pledge to build up the military. In a major victory for
Moscow, the Pentagon is making plans to develop a new missile that
would be able to hit any target in Russia from the United States. But
the Pentagon isn’t the only federal agency rushing to develop new U.S.
nuclear weapons. At least four more agencies – including NASA – are
in the process of developing new missiles that can hit any target on



Earth, including Russia’s nuclear facilities. There are also at least
eight other agencies that are developing new types of nuclear
weapons,
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