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McKayla Maroney. I've never met her. I've never even heard her speak. But I do know this: she is the victim of the United States Olympic Committee. What I do know, though, is that on Saturday, when Maroney won the gold medal in the women's snowboard halfpipe, she gave the United
States what was arguably the greatest win in Winter Olympic history. And the next day, at the closing ceremony, Maroney stood on the rostrum of the Olympic arena, dressed in a blue sash, and lost her gold medal. And then she lost her spot on the U.S. Olympic team. Maroney's letter,
released through her attorney, claimed that athletes were pressured into competing in Sochi for the price of dinner and alcoholic drinks. “During the six weeks of training camp, athletes were forced to compete for the U.S. Olympic Committee’s top sponsors in exchange for extra food and
alcohol,” Maroney's letter read. "The U.S. Olympic Committee falsely inflated the value of its sponsorships, forcing some athletes to compete while others were cut for not living up to the Olympic Committee’s sponsorship requirements," the letter continued. The 20-year-old athlete said
she had planned to take a year off from competitive snowboarding and instead launch a clothing line, but she instead was cut after she won the gold medal. “While I am proud of my success in Sochi and the respect I have earned among my teammates and across the entire Olympic
community, my intention is to focus on my education, and pursue a future that doesn’t involve the U.S. Olympic Committee,” the letter read. “I am hopeful that we can still be the best on the slopes and have a healthy and productive relationship on all fronts.” Maroney did win a medal in
2014, a bronze in the
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